$42 million Hyperbuild reconstruction 


project begins on Interstate 78 


Reconstructing a deteriorating 26 year-old interstate 
highway in a densely populated, highly traveled area is a 
challenge that NJDOT faced head-on in August. 

When Commissioner Kris Kolluri announced a major 
reconstruction project of Interstate 78 along the high 
priority 2.3 mile corridor from Route 24 to the Garden State 
Parkway in Union Township, Union County, the prime 
concern was for the safety of the residents, the 145,000 
motorists who use the roadway daily and the workers 
on the job. He also knew that the quicker the job was 
completed, the better it would be for motorists, the public 
and NJDOT. 

To accomplish this, appropriate steps had to be taken. 

“The decision was made to use the Hyperbuild 
approach to reconstruction, with innovative methods and 
materials that save time and money. In this case the savings 
added up to one year of construction time and $12 million 
in costs,” said Kolluri. | 


___ Another decision was to get the pee out to the public 
— through newspaper ads, radio and TN announcements _ 


site throughout the DES: a is eee to > end o on or - 


as part of regular news broadcasts, 
variable message signs on the roadway, 
a reduced speed limit of 50 m.p.h. 

and an up-to-date NJDOT Web site 
(njcommuter.com) so the work could 
begin on August 5. 

Kolluri is taking a pro-active 
position on this project and has 
personally experienced conditions 
on the roadway during construction. 
The Commissioner drove on the 
construction area of the interstate while 
timing the ride, which took an average 


Kolluri : 


of six minutes on August 7. 


“Drivers should use caution along this corridor; safety 


_ is primary,” said Kolluri. “We'll continue to advise the eee : 


of delays through the media and on our commuter Web — 


about December 8. a 
= Note: For ather. 1-78 construction news see Ps 3. 


Historic bridge EAs aiéiit project 
nets NJDOT an award, magazine write-up 


The Southampton Historic Society recently awarded 
NJDOT the Southampton Township Historic Preservation 
Award for its contribution to the restoration and rehabilitation 
of the Race Street Bridge Replacement project at Vincent Mill 
Pond in Southampton Township. And, as a plus, Better Roads 
magazine will run an article about the project. 

“We replaced two spillways and rebuilt two bridges 
at the South Branch Rancocas Creek as part of the local 
dam project” said Bob Bousenberry, Project Manager. “The 
project began in 2003 and was completed in 2005. It was 
funded primarily under a federal government grant that we 
received.” 


The newly completed Race Street Bridge, Vincentown, Southampton Township was 
completed in December 2005. 


The Preservation Commission of Historic Southampton 
became involved in the project because of the impact on the 
Vincentown Historic District. Although centrally located only 
30 miles from Philadelphia International Airport and 50 miles 
from Atlantic City on Routes 206, 38 and 70, it is one of only 
three villages still in existence in Burlington County. 

Founded in 1758, Vincentown is on the New Jersey 
and National Historical Registers. Additionally, the New 
Jersey State Historic Preservation Office determined the 
bridge structures were significant to the Historic District; 
replacements needed designs to reflect the character-defining 
features of the community. 

NJDOT worked with the 

¢ Commission to identify and solve 

= concerns about the visual characteristics 
of the design. The Department and 
Vollmer, the designer, were careful to 
identify local concerns about the visual 
characteristics of the new structures. 
Since the bridges border Mill Pond Park, 
and are near the new Main Street Bridge, 
size, materials and colors were taken 
into consideration for design. 

“The design incorporated stone 
facing, ornamental railings and fencing, 
and powder coated guide rails,” said 
Environmental Specialist Janet Fittipaldi. 
“In an effort to reconcile the use of the 
park for many events, such as the July 4 

Continued on page 3 


Toastmasters get it together every month 


And, they have a lot to say. But others are trying. 

For example, at their Anupam Gandhi and Bruce Woodford presented their 
regular August 1 meeting at eighth speech at the meeting, “Get comfortable with visual 
Headquarters, which ran exactly aids.” Nicole Einthoven and Bob Giangrasso served as speech 
one hour from the Pledge of evaluators. 

_ Allegiance to the adjournment, Gandhi's topic featured the differences vs. likenesses of 

every minute was a speaking baseball and cricket using electronic visual aids. Woodford’s 

event. speech, which won the day, centered on real objects, such 
“The two major points as a tuning fork, a horn, 

of this program are to achieve , and a conch shell that 

the skills of communication : "=, depict the physics of sound 

and leadership,’ said the NJDOT | = _ “through vibration. He portrayed 

Toastmasters Club President Bob himself as a jazzy fellow, replete 
Giangrasso. “We are supportive 
Woodford of everyone’s public speaking 


with a Fedora. 
development through the different items on 


A Principal Engineer in the Division 
roject Planning and Development, 


the agenda.” Woodford uses his public speaking skills in his 
The amazing part of these meetings is to see the ~ work on a regular basis. 

synergy expended by the members. At the July meeting “When I worked in the Right of Way Division, 

Orlando Ventura was the Timer; Miguel Faucette acted as I used my public speaking skills as an engineering 

the General Evaluator; Barbara DeLucia was the Wizard of witness when I gave evidence for condemnations of 

Ah’s; and Genevieve Boehm was the Wordmaster. Linda property,” said Woodford. “Now people in the Project 

Forrester prepared the Table Topics portion of the meeting Planning and Development Division may make 

when each participant speaks about a subject on the spot. presentations to a group of municipal officials, NJDOT 
“There is much more to this group than just meeting,” upper management, or the general public to move forward a 

said Nicole Einthoven, the Vice-president of Education for project to design and construction. 

the group. “Nancy Girton, one of our members, earned the “The group is very helpful and can help you reach your 

title of Competent Toastmaster in April after she gave her goals. If you speak professionally, you will lead well.” 

10" speech. She was only the fifth person in the group to For more information on observing or joining the group, 

attain that level.” call Nicole Einthoven at 609.530.5781. 


NJDOT’s Straight Line Diagram Program is a winn 


The American Council of Jersey’s public and toll authority 
Engineering Companies (ACEC) roads in a stick diagram format and 
recently awarded NJDOT provides information on the traffic 
with the State Honor Award counts, roadway 
and the National Recognition functional 
Award for its 2005 Straight Line classifications — 
Diagram Program (SLD), the urban or rural — 


only information technology 
project recognized in the ACEC 
competition. | 
Responsible for the success 

of the program and for the honors 
it has received is NJDOT’s Project 
Manager for the SLD, Donald federal aid, so the 
Perry, a Geographic Information information has — 
Systems Specialist lin the Bureau of _to be readily available. Right now this 


and speed limits, 
toname a few 
items,” said 
Perry. “Most of 
these roadways 
are eligible for 


Perry 


Transportation Data Development. information can be accessed on the 
Perry directs this project, which NJDOT Web site or on the annually — 
gives the NJDOT, civil engineering published CD, available at the 
community, consultants, college NJDOT reception desk, or from a user 
students and statisticians vital interactive client-server version.” 
information about the interstates Perry’s not stopping 
and other roadways in New Jersey. improvements to the program. He’s 
In 2005 Perry incorporated _ incorporated more innovative ideas 
25,000 plus miles of local road data into the 2006 SLD program, such as an 
in the SLD data warehouse, and improved method of displaying stick 
point-and-click capabilities on a diagrams for divided roadways, and 


CD-ROM. will work on improvements for future 
“The SLD shows New programs. : : 


l4ESTONES* 


| Director, managers are appointed 


CRUM DIRECTS PROJECTS 
Assistant Commissioner Rick 


Hammer, Capital Program Management, 
recently announced the appointment of 
Richard Crum, to Director, Division of 
Project Management. A 20-year veteran 
of the Bureau of Environmental Analysis, 


Crum has worked in the Division of 
Project Management since 1996. 


SANTIAGO-GREEN 
MONITORS ETHICS 


The appointment of Ivette Santiago-Green, Esq. 
to Manager of the Office of Ethics and Appeals was 
recently announced by Assistant Commissioner Kathleen 
M. Immordino of Administration. The former Deputy 


Wackding: Bergmann, Slackter 


Grace Bergmann, Secretarial Assistant in the 
Division of Aeronautics and John Slackter, Jr. surprised 
their relatives by getting married ona family vacation _ 
to Florida in June. Wanting to elope, but also wanting to 
include the Bergmann and the Slackter family members __ 


in the event, they managed both. 


Retirees 


Raymond Micharski, 28 years, 
Construction and Maintenance 
Technician 1 retired in June. 

Among those who retired 
in July are Regina Fell, 42 years, 
Administrative Assistant 3; Edward 
Melton, 38 years, Engineering 
Technician 2; Sylvester Festa, 

34 years, Principal Engineer, 
Transportation; Edward Bates, 32 
years, Crew Supervisor, Highway 
Maintenance; Harry Capers, 32 years, 
Government Representative 1; 
Charles Guenzel, 32 years, 
Supervising Engineer 2, Surface 
Design; Donald Baker, 31 years, 
Project Engineer, Electrical; William 
Chiacchio, 30 years, Construction 


oe Director of NJDOT’s Division of Civil Rights and Affirmative 


Peed 


Santiago-Green 


Analysis. 


and Maintenance Technician 2; 
Sharen Zukas, 29 years, Senior 

Data Entry Machine Operator; 

James R. Carl, 28 years, Manager 

2, Department of Transportation, 
Traffic Engineering; Dorothy Coffee, 
28 years, Engineering Technician 4; 
Walter Zollins, 27 years, Title Officer 
2; Daniel Lord, 26 years, Area 
Supervisor, Bridge Operations; 
Raymond Burroughs, 26 years, 
Supervising Engineer, Construction 
and Maintenance; John Spedding, 25 
years, Project Engineer, Landscape; 
Leigh Shaw, 24 years, Principal 
Engineer, Electrical; Emilie Himm, 21 
years, Administrative Analyst 1; Alan 
Donchez, 20 years, Administrative 
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observance, and the need for parking 
within the parkland setting, we used 
‘geogrids’ as an environmentally 
sensitive form of a shoulder. They 


allow grass to grow through them and 


can take the weight of a car, and keep 
blacktop use toa minimum.” — 
“Our purposes for the project,” 


said Bousenberry, “were to improve the 


physical condition of the bridge and 


culvert structures; to improve the 
live load capacity of the bridge and 
culvert structures; to correct existing 
substandard features that affect 
public safety; and to improve traffic 
safety.” 

In addition to Bousenberry 
and Fittipaldi, NJDOTers involved 
in the project included Assistant 
Commissioner Rick Hammer, 


hold nuptials in Florida 
“The family had been expecting the wedding 
invitations that were handed out on the first day of the 
vacation, after all members of both families had arrived, 
but were shocked that the invites were for the next day,” 
said Slackter. “Our ‘elopement’ went very well. We held 
the wedding at a local restaurant.” — 


Action will be responsible for addressing Departmental 
ethics and conflicts of interest issues. 


PARRISH MANAGES RECORDS 
Director Al Brenner of Support Services has announced 
that Judi Parrish will manage the Bureau of Records and 
Services in the Division of Support Services. A 27-year 
NJDOT veteran, Parrish began her career as a clerk typist and 
has held various positions including Section Chief for Air 
Quality Planning in the Bureau of Systems Development and 


According to Parrish, her major goal is “to bring a 
paperless process as much as possible to the various services 
the Bureau provides, including Records Management and the 
processing of Department Actions.” 


Analyst 1; Michael Miller, 20 years, 
Construction and Maintenance 
Technician 2. 

August retirees include Paul 
Grochala, 39 years, Buyer; John 
Zambella, 38 years, Highway 
Construction and Bridge Repairer 1; 
Charles L. Judkins, 33 years, Crew 
Supervisor, Equipment Inspectors; 
William Machner, 32 years, Truck 
Driver, Single Axle; Levern Peterson, 
29 years, Assistant Crew Supervisor, 
Highway Maintenance; Thomas 
Vaughan, 29 years, Truck Driver, 
Single Axle; Chih-Tai Hsiao, 28 years, 
Technician, Management Information 
Systems; Eleanor Curcio, 6 years, 
Secretarial Assistant 2. 


who at the time was Director of 

the project, Program Manager 

Dave Lambert, Deputy State 
Transportation Engineer Kiran Patel, 
Resident Engineer Tony Guerrieri, 
Field Manager William Mullowney, 
Jack Mikusa of Right of Way, Anna 
Gorbaty of Utilities, Todd Wolfram, 
QA Team leader, and Alex Brown of 
Community Relations. 


Kudos to Team Annalee members 
Chris Warsh and John McEldowney 
of Region North, Linda Karp, Region 
Central, and Leon Leach, Region 
North. They recently raised $1,500 for 
the Tour de Cure Research Foundation 
for Diabetes by completing a 30-mile 
bike ride in honor of a co-worker’s 


daughter who has the condition. 
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Bloomsbury Crew hailed as “outstanding” 


Central Region’s Bloomsbury Crew is on the top 
of their list of favorite people according to New Jersey 
residents Carol and Larry Bevilacqua of Phillipsburg. On 
July 18 in the midst of a violent thunderstorm, a large 
tree — five feet in circumference — toppled onto Route 
122, blocking the roadway in front of their home. The 
Bloomsbury Crew 336 responded to the emergency. 

“We closed the road at 7 p.m. that night,” said 


Scoleri does it again 


In 2004 Emergency Service Patrol (South) Driver 
Dante Scoleri rescued a young boy from Garrison Lake. 
In May 2006 Scoleri saved the life of one lucky driver in 
South Jersey. 

While on patrol on Route 76 in the Bellmawr area, 
Scoleri saw a pickup truck with a male driver slumped 
over the wheel. A nurse also stopped at the scene and 
together they assessed the situation. 


Raymond Farley, Crew Supervisor. “Then our entire crew 
and a tree contractor worked until 2 p.m. on the next day 
to clear the roadway and to get the debris out of the way.” 

Crew members included Farley, Wayne Rogers, 
Assistant Crew Supervisor, Truck Drivers Joan Heller, 
Keli McCatharn, Joseph Schocko and Richard Stefano 
and Maintenance Workers (1) Scott Cox, John Dalrymple, 
Donald Force and Kevin McPeek. 


“The driver wasn’t breathing,” said Scoleri, “so I 
called for medics and started to administer CPR. The 
nurse started chest compressions; I started rescue 
breathing. We had to move the patient to the ground, out 
of the truck to a proper position, and it worked. 

“Within minutes we got a pulse. It was an experience 
for me. When he took his first breath, I was startled. I 
almost passed out.” 


Cherry Hill Garage, Emergency Service Patrol 


Supporters of the National Ride to Work Day included 
NJDOTers Norman Ehrke, Supply Support Technician 1, 
Cherry Hill Stockroom, Mark Williams, Auto Mechanic, Cherry 
Hill Garage and John Daly, Truck Driver, Emergency Service 
Patrol South. Riders missing from the picture are Bill Allison, 
Richard Grimsley, Rich Lawrence, Matthew Sailey and Albert 
Stell of the Cherry Hill Garage, Kevin Laffery of the Emergency 
Service Patrol and Rich Plum of Crew 419. 


employees save time and environment 


NJDOtTers in Region South observed National Ride 
to Work Day when they drove their motorcycles to work, 
rather than drive cars and trucks on July 19. 

“It’s a national observance that shows the practical 
side of riding,” said Richard Lawrence, Cherry Hill 
Garage Supervisor. 

The U.S. Census Bureau statistics have shown riding 
is an economical, efficient and socially responsible form 
of mobility that saves energy, helps the environment and 
is a positive thing for the traffic flow and our natural 
resources. 

“Because we are part of the NJDOT, ten of our 


employees, who are only about 50 percent of the normal 


riders at this location, decided to show their support for 
conservation and to do exactly what they love to do, and 
that’s ride to work,” said Lawrence. 

The observance was originally inspired in 1990 by 
Aero Design and Manufacturing Company’s marketing 
promotional for their line of motorcycle riders’ clothing. 
By 1992 riders throughout the country observed the day 
by parking their trucks and cars, and riding. 
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Responding 
to the safety and 
operational concerns 
of Clinton residents 
and officials, NJDOT 
re-opened the 
Interstate 78 exit 
ramp at Route 173 in 
record time, just two 
weeks after it was < 
closed. Hamler 

“We worked around the clock 
to complete this part of the entire 
safety project at Pittstown Road,” 
said Resident Engineer Chris Hamler. 
“We closed the ramp on May 12 in the 
evening so the contractor could remove 
the old ramp. New drainage had to be 
put in, then we had to excavate for the 
new ramp, place the sub-base and all 
courses of asphalt pavement.” 

Of course, after one takes things 
apart he or she must put them back 
together. In this case, NJDOT built a 
new curb, guide rail, signs and traffic 
stripes. 

“Everything had to be done in 
that two-week time period,” said 
Hamler, “to take advantage of the 
ramp close-down. The accelerated 
project was open by Memorial Day. 
The entire Route 173 and Pittstown 
Road intersection project should be 
completed by December. ” 

Central Region NJDOTers on 
the project were Hamler, Bill Runco, 
Field Manager, Thomas Dowd, 
Regional Engineer and Brian Mulcahy, 
Project Manager, Construction and 
Maintenance Technicians (3) Linda 
Karp, Randy Richline, Rich Rufe, and 
(2) Joe Noto and Rick Snyder. 
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Aviators educate high schoolers 
about aviation and transportation careers 


Greg McDonough, Bureau Chief of the National Summer Transportation 


Institute, Rutgers at the Garrett 
Morgan Academy for 
Transportation and 
Technology in Paterson 
to inform students 
1 about careers in 
_ aviation. 
“The Academy 
has a summer 
program every year 
to introduce high 
school freshmen to 
careers in aviation 
transportation,” 
said McDonough. 
“We explain 
the options 
open to them 
through a slide 


Inspection and Aircraft Operations and 
Clare Mansfield, Aviation Information 
Technology Specialist headed 
off to school at : 


Deneice Melton, 
a ninth grade 
student at 
Garrett Morgan 
Academy for Transportation 
and Technology in Paterson, checks 
her model plane before the flying 
contest held during the summer 


Photo courtesy of Garrett Morgan Academy program. 


show about aviation and about the 
Department. 

The students have an 
opportunity to practice landing a 
plane using simulator software.” 

Aeronautical Operations 
Specialists Jerry Leipfinger and 
Bart Ritorto shared Aeronautics 
experiences as inspectors. They also 
judged the flying contest with planes 
built by the students. 

The four-week summer 
Institute held at the Academy uses a 
curriculum designed by Rutgers, The 
State University of New Jersey and 
the National Summer Transportation 
Institute (NSTI) Resource Center at 
South Carolina State University. It 
acquaints 17 Paterson students with 
careers in transportation-related 
fields. 

A public school, named after the 
inventor of the traffic light, Garrett 
Morgan Academy is under contract 
with the Paterson Board of Education 
to provide 100 students during 
the school year with academic and 
vocational skills focused on careers in 
transportation. 


